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790 Interstate Drive

Bowling Green, KY 42101
Mar 13, 2007

Re: 1990 Corvetie ZR1
VIN # 1G1YZ23J4L5802849

Mr.,

On February 27, 2007, you brought in a 1890 Corvette to our facility for our services. You
brought a list of items you noted and asked that we look the vehicle over and give you our
evaluation. You mentioned that you had bought the vehicle as advertised, sight un-seen, and
the vehicle had been represented as "MINT" condition. However, after receiving the vehicle
you were concerned as to the general condition and lack of performance of the vehicle and
wanted an experts opinion. Your list specifically mentioned the items below:

Loss of Power- Hesitates badly

A pulley or tensioner is loose

A coolant fitting on the plenum is loose and leaking coolant
Headlights stick when trying to operate

Dash lights intermittent

Steering wheel is loose

Shifter boot needs replacement

CD Player inoperative

. Headlight switch panel loose

10, Cigarette lighter inop

11. Auto lock button doesn't work all the time

12. No owners manual in vehicle when purchased

13. Security system problems

14. Fuse cover missing

15. You also mentioned that someone told you the car smoked when accelerating.
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When | first walked out to the vehicle, | will admit | was somewhat surprised as to the
vehicle's less than average appearance. The vehicle's paint failed to have the luster of a well
taken care of, low mile vehicle. The acrylic top was scratched and chipped. The wheels
stood out as outstanding in appearance. A quick look indicates they have been re-finished.
As | entered the vehicle | immediately noticed a high amount of wear all over the interior
compartment. In addition, the steering wheel had the typical play of the pivot pins that | have
experienced on vehicles with 50,000-100,000+ miles.

| attempted to start the vehicle however, the starter would not operate. The vehicle was
pushed into the shop and put on one of our lifts for further inspection, evaluation and
diagnosis. It was determined that the starter was faulty and the secondary vacuum pump did
not activate. We raised the vehicle and inspected the under side where we documented a
long list of problems and previous history.
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The list is documented in the attached photo library but in short, the vehicle has had below
average quality paint work and body repair, there is overspray and in fact, even left over
masking tape on paint worked areas. The engine has an oil leak that has been present for a
long period of time as indicated by the residue burnt onto the exhaust system. In addition, the
vehicle has been run off road or over some type of obstacles as indicated by the under floor
pan scratching, and damage to the right rear compartment housing.

The quality of this vehicle is nothing close to a low mile vehicle. In fact, it heavily suggests
that at some point the odometer has been reset, an operation requiring the partial
disassembly of the LH dash, instrument cluster, and center console. We made the
disassembly and noted the "tracks” or tool marks on various fasteners. Also, enroute to the
madule, we noticed several fasteners missing completely or simply left lying under the carpet.
All indications are that person(s) unknown have been in this area before.

It should also be noted that most all steel hardware under the dash, engine compartment and
underneath the vehicle has moderate rust possibly from a highly humid or saltwater
environment.

After we removed the Central Control Module (CCM), it appeared the module was in fact the
original, however as documented in the following pages, | noticed the CCM was missing a
tear strip from the factory bar code label. There is in fact a clean and somewhat "buffed" area
where the label should be. |tock a really close look at the housing for the module itself and
noticed the screws were not in their exact original placements indicating they were actually
removed and reinstalled at some point. The attaching bracket nuts were marked with very
fresh shiny marks or "tracks" indicating they too had been tampered with. | used a test CCM
from our stock and put the two side by side. It was clear that the two electrical connectors of
the suspect unit were very clean and new compared to the test CCM we compared it to. The
1990 housing also had excessive scratching in several places.

| took the test CCM apart very carefully and realized for the first time that the internal circuitry
could actually be removed from one unit and replaced with ancther, From all indications it
appears the original CCM module housing was re-used with possibly a new circuit board. To
prove this we could disassemble the 1990 CCM and sort out the date codes on the various
proms and components of the circuit board. Any component dated after the vehicle’s build
date (7/90) would prove replacement. But we elected not to at this point because | think
we've proven reasonably that the CCM is suspect but we do still have that option if need be.

Mileage on any vehicle drastically affects its value but much more significantly when it

involves exotic, luxury or sports vehicles. In the case of this 1990 Corvette ZR-1, mileage
alone can bring the value of this vehicle anywhere from $25,000-$28,000 for a true low mile
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mint condition vehicle, to as low as $10,000 for a neglected, damaged and abused vehicle
with high miles, high wear, and significant repairs. A salvaged vehicle would bring much less.

| have personally sold several ZR-1's privately and on EBay. One such unit was a one
owner, 155,000 mile 1990 that was used as a daily driver. The vehicle had the normal wear
of those miles, but displayed nowhere near the amount of wear and poor mechanical
condition of your vehicle. The vehicle sold for $13,500. | have pictures and documentation if
requested.

Odometer programming procedures are not what we like to make public. | have had several
used Corvette dealers come to me in my career and ask to re-program a CCM with only their
word as fact for the odometer reading. | have always refused these offers without our criteria
being met. Simply put, the CCM must be diagnosed, replaced and reprogrammed by myself
or my staff under my supervision. If a CCM has already been replaced, | must have the
original unit, reinstall it, and check the actual cdometer reading myself.

As | said previously, the actual sequence of programming is not for general publication and in
fact does not appear even in the GM service manual. Programming requires the use of a
proprietary device and an un-programmed CCM (or at least the board). The CCM must be
programmed within a short specific peried or the prom will "self-burn" and become
unprogrammable. It will show the actual miles from the CCM change rather than the original
mileage of the vehicle. The CCM, when properly programmed will then show the actual miles
within 16 miles of the original mileage. Also, the CCM has a PROM ID and VIN programmed
at the same time.

Though there are other reasons for a CCM replacement, with all the facts we've observed
and documented, the average person who be hard pressed to ignore the tremendous amount
of evidence that the odometer has been tampered at some previous point unknown.

In the next pages you will find the photographic evidence of items of interest. | will explain
each item as it appears. Afterwards, you will find my summation and qualifications.

Sincerely,

James E. Van Dorn, Owner
Auto Masters
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